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REPORT  

The Department of Botany, Science College, Congress Nagar, Nagpur, successfully 

organized the grand inauguration and launch of Amrut Vatika and Shivaji Organics on 

March 12, 2025. The event was held at the Knowledge Resource Centre (Library) and 

was followed by a garden visit. The initiative aimed to promote sustainable agricultural 

practices and environmental awareness. The primary objectives of launching Amrut 

Vatika and Shivaji Organics were to establish an educational botanical garden showcasing 

diverse plant species, promote organic and eco-friendly Agro-fertilizers, encourage 

sustainable farming methods through organic waste management, and raise awareness 

about the importance of medicinal plants, hydroponics, and soil-less farming. The event 

commenced at 2:00 PM with the arrival of the esteemed guests. The lighting of the 

traditional lamp marked the auspicious beginning, followed by a floral welcome 

ceremony. Convener Dr. Reshma P. Sonwalkar delivered an introductory speech  

emphasizing the vision and mission behind the initiative. This was followed by the digital 

inauguration of Amrut Vatika and the official launch of Shivaji Organics Under the 

'Shivaji Organics' initiative, the production of biofertilizers was inaugurated, featuring 

two key products. 'Grow Max' (Liquid Biofertilizer), developed under the guidance of Dr. 

Reshma Sonwalkar and Mr. Piyushkumar Sharma, is an eco-friendly fertilizer created by 

repurposing onion and garlic peels, mixed fruit and vegetable peels, and banana peels. 

'Azolla Biofertilizer,' developed under the guidance of Swapnil Fuse, Aishwarya Zure, 

and Piyushkumar Sharma, enhances soil fertility and promotes sustainable agriculture. 

Additionally, a hydroponics unit and Mushroom cultivation was established under the 

Guidance of Dr. R.H. Mahakhode to demonstrate soil-less plant growth techniques, 

promoting water-efficient farming. Mushroom cultivation was introduced as an  

entrepreneurial initiative, allowing students to gain hands-on experience in sustainable 

food production. A structured herbarium preparation initiative was also undertaken to 



document plant specimens scientifically, providing an academic resource for botanical 

studies and research.  

 During the event, the book 'Amritvatika,' authored by Dr. Reshma Sonwalkar, Dr. Tinku 

Kumar, and Mr. Piyushkumar Sharma, was unveiled by the chief guests. Two significant 

initiatives were also launched: the 'Fossil Depository' (Jivashm Dalan), which includes a 

collection of ancient fossils useful for geology and biology research, and 'Campus Tree 

Flora' (Parisar Vriksha Sampada), which documents and conserves tree species found on 

campus.. The event also featured the unveiling of the fossil depository and campus tree 

flora. Guest of Honor Prof. Nitin Dongarwar sir shared his insights on the significance of 

botanical conservation and organic farming. Prof. Punita Tiwari addressed the audience 

with a few words of encouragement. The Chief Guest, Dr. Kalpana Pandey, delivered an 

inspiring speech on the role of sustainable practices in modern agriculture. Principal Dr. 

O. S. Deshmukh then delivered the presidential speech, emphasizing the college’s 

commitment to environmental conservation and innovative agricultural solutions.   

The 'Amritvatika' project was developed on the rooftop garden of the college under the 

guidance of Dr. Reshma Sonwalkar and B.Sc. Semester-I students. This unique initiative 

consists of over 100 plants covering more than 50 different plant families, including 45+ 

medicinal plants. It also features Xerophytes, spices, ornamental plants, hydrophytes, and 

plants categorized based on zodiac signs and planetary influences. Each plant has a QR 

code providing details such as common name, botanical name, family, and medicinal 

uses. Faculty members and media personnel appreciated the efforts of students after an 

extensive observation of the project.  

The event was excellently anchored by Himanshi Shiv, and a vote of thanks was delivered 

by Ms. Aishwarya Zure.  

  

  

Action Taken:  

To enhance awareness and training, students were provided hands-on sessions on rooftop 

gardening, hydroponics, biofertilizer preparation, and mushroom cultivation. QR code 

tagging for plant identification was successfully implemented, and organic fertilizers 



were tested in the college gardens and nearby agricultural lands. The fossil depository, 

campus tree documentation, and herbarium collection were also established as valuable 

academic resources.  
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Feedback Form:  
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Feedback and Analysis:  

A feedback form was distributed among attendees, including students, faculty members, 

and guests. The responses were analysed, with the following observations:  
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