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On March 11, 2024, a group comprising 32 students of B.Sc. and M.Sc. Physics and 5 

faculty members 2 permanent Staff Dr. S.K. Sayyad, Mr. B.T. Kumbhare, and 3 M.Sc.  Ad 

hoc staff from Shri Shivaji Education Society Amravati’s Science College, Congress Nagar 

Nagpur, embarked on a study tour to ARIES (Aryabhatta Research Institute of 

Observational Sciences) Laboratory in Nainital. The tour aimed to provide students with 

practical exposure to astronomical research and observation techniques, with a delightful 

detour via Delhi to explore some of the capital's renowned tourist attractions. 

The journey commenced from Nagpur on March 10, with the group boarding a train 

to Delhi. Upon arrival in Delhi, the group visited iconic landmarks such as the Red Fort, 

India Gate, and Qutub Minar, immersing themselves in the rich cultural heritage and 

historical significance of the capital city. The students were captivated by the architectural 

marvels and historical anecdotes shared by their accompanying faculty members. 

After a day of exploration in Delhi, the group resumed their journey and arrived at 

ARIES Laboratory in Nainital on March 11 at 10:00 a.m. Upon arrival, they were warmly 

welcomed by the staff members Dr. Virendra Kumar Yadav,Scientist-Cand his project 

assistants who briefed us about the institute's research activities, ongoing projects, and 

facilities. The students were particularly intrigued by the advanced telescopes, renowned 105 

cm Sampurnanand Telescope and instruments used for astronomical observations. 

Following the briefing session, the students were divided into smaller groups and 

were given guided tours of the laboratory facilities. They had the opportunity to interact with 

researchers and scientists, who generously shared their knowledge and experiences in the 

field of astronomy. The students were highly engaged and actively participated in discussions 

regarding various celestial phenomena and research methodologies. 

The highlight of the visit was a captivating video presentation about the institute's formation 

and its ongoing projects, including the development of the new Asia's biggest telescope at 

Devsthal. 

The video provided valuable insights into the institute's research endeavors and 

technological advancements, sparking the student’s curiosity and excitement about the 

possibilities of astronomical exploration. 

One of the highlights of the tour was the sky-watching program organized in the 

evening. Under the guidance of ARIES astronomers, the students had the privilege of 



observing celestial objects through powerful telescopes. They witnessed the beauty of distant 

galaxies, Jupiter with its four moons, which left them awe-inspired and deepened their 

appreciation for the wonders of the universe. 

Throughout the day, the students gained valuable insights into the practical aspects of 

astronomical research and developed a deeper understanding of theoretical concepts learned 

in the classroom. The faculty members also lauded the efforts of the ARIES staff in 

facilitating an enriching learning experience for the students. 

After a day filled with exploration and learning, the group departed from ARIES 

Laboratory with new found knowledge and enthusiasm for astronomy. The study tour proved 

to be a resounding success, fostering curiosity and igniting a passion for scientific inquiry 

among the students.   

Action Taken Report 

The primary objective of the study tour was to provide students with practical 

exposure to astronomical research and observational techniques, enhancing their 

understanding of theoretical concepts and sparking interest in astronomical exploration.The 

study tour to ARIES Laboratory was highly successful, achieving its objective of fostering 

curiosity and igniting a passion for scientific inquiry among the students. The faculty 

members commended the efforts of ARIES staff in facilitating an enriching and educational 

experience. 
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Feedback Form 

 

Name of Student : 

________________________________________________________ 

 

 

1) How clear were the instructions provided for the physics activities? 

☐Excellent 

☐Good 

☐Average 

☐Poor 

2) How engaging did you find the physics activities? 

☐Excellent 

☐Good 

☐Average 

☐Poor 

3) To what extent did the activities help you grasp the key concepts of the lesson? 

☐Excellent 

☐Good 

☐Average 

☐Poor 

4) How appropriate were the difficulty levels of the physics activities for your current 

understanding? 

☐Excellent 

☐Good 

☐Average 

☐Poor 
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