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and genus Poecilobdelly Blanchard and Asiaticobdella birmanica,
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Introduction
Leeches (Hirudinea) are predatory parasitic annclids with terminal suckers serving in attachment, locomotion and feeding. They are closely related to the
obdellidae in possession of suckers, median orifice and analogous jaws in the absence of setae (Moore,

oligochaeta and reasonable the epizoic Branchi
1958). They are recognized as a very important macro invertebrate group of versatile habits and habitats. India is one among the 12 mega biodiversity

countries of the world. biological diversity reveals that Leech (Hirudinea) fauna of the world accounts to 680 species, of these 482 species are freshwater,
102 marine and remaining 92 species are terrestrial (Moore, 1958). Uptill now Leech fauna is represented by 64 species from Indian region (ZSI) .A small
number of sanguivorous species known as ““medicinal leeches®’ have played an important role in traditional and modern medicine. Blood leeching is an
ancient method of bloodletting which has been used extensively in treatment of various disorders since centauries in the natural medicine. The substance
extracted from the saliva of leech is power anticoagulant.Fritz Marquardt of Germany isolated a protein from Hirudomedicinalis that is called as hirudin
(Bodong,1905; Electricwala et, al 1991t is heparin-like substance and most potent known natural inhibitor of thrombin. He also demonstrated its
thrombin inhibitor effect scientific research reveals the benefits of leech application and injection of several medicinally useful bioactive molecules present
in their saliva (Adams1988, Engemann er al., 1981). Major known enzymes in the saliva of the leeches are anti-coagulant, anti-inflammatory, anti-
odimatous and analgesic in nature (Whitaker et al., 2004). Hirudotherepy (application of leeches for medical purpose) is the new modality of treatment
employed in the advanced surgical and medical sciences. US FDA has approved the use of leeches for medicinal purpose in 2004. The significance of

leeches in ecology and medicine needs no emphasis.

Material and Methods
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